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ABSTRACT: The Curiosity textbook represents a significant improvement over the old NCERT science textbook for grade 6th. It
aligns well with modern educational standards and NEP-2020, offering a more holistic and engaging learning experience for
students, even the title sparks interest in the respective subject. The new book's focus on competency-based learning, combined with
its rich illustrations and interactive activities, makes it a valuable resource for a deeper understanding and appreciation of science
among learners. The textbook has added illustrations, and current information in a more narrative style, focusing on Indian contexts
and stories.
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INTRODUCTION

A review of the textbook provides a summary of the content, including a relevant description of the topic and its main perspective,
argument, or purpose. More importantly, it offers a critical evaluation of the material.

Book reviews are essential marketing tools, acting as social proof of a book's quality and value. Positive reviews reassure potential
readers that the book is a worthwhile investment of their time and money. In essence, book reviews summarize the overall content,
analyze the work, and serve as recommendations for other readers. They are often assigned to showcase the ability to engage with
a book on a deeper level.

Here the “Curiosity” Textbook of Science for 6th grade has been reviewed. "Textbook of Science for Grade VI," authored and
published by the National Council of Educational

Research and Training (NCERT) in New Delhi, is a 272-page book priced at Rs. 65. The first edition was released in July 2024
(Jyeshtha 1946), and its ISBN is 978-93-5007-225-7.

Textbook of Science has been developed under the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and the National Curriculum Framework
for School Education (NCF-SE) 2023. This policy promotes a significant transition from a content-focused education to a
competency-based approach, especially in the field of science. As a result, the curricular goals for science, along with the associated
competencies and learning outcomes, are designed to support competency-based learning. These goals cover a range of scientific
concepts, including matter, the physical and living worlds, health, hygiene, and the relationship between science, society, and
technology. Furthermore, they emphasize the nature of science, its processes, and both historical and contemporary developments
in science and science communication. While these goals are clearly defined, they are interconnected and work together to enhance
overall understanding.

METHODOLOGY
The study utilized a qualitative research method and selected the 6th-grade science textbook from NCERT.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

As per NEP-2020, PART-I School Education describes Curriculum and Pedagogy in Schools. It focuses on learning should be in a
holistic manner, art integrated, enjoyable, engaging, experiential learning, or learning by doing. In NEP-2020 chapter 4 is related to
science education. Science education aims to achieve a scientific understanding of the natural and physical world, capacities for
scientific inquiry, understanding the evolution of scientific knowledge, and interdisciplinary understanding between Science and
other curricular areas. It emphasizes an understanding of the relationship between science, technology, and society with scientific
temper and creativity in the learner. The textbook curiosity also fulfills the above key aspects of NEP-2020 and NCF-SE 2023.
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l. Front Page

It is very well addressing gender sensitivity among the learner. It shows all environmental aspects i.e. aquatic habitat and terrestrial
habitats showing the learner is an "involved learner" by doing inquiry and discovery-based learning. Modern, engaging design with
bright colors and dynamic illustrations that capture attention and reflect the theme of exploration and curiosity.

11. Back Page
Space exploration plays a huge role in expanding the learners' understanding of the planet, stars, moon, and universe. Picture of a
Firefly or glow-worm attracts the learner to know more about nocturnal animals.

I11. Inside the book

The textbook contains a total of 12 chapters. Chapter 1 “The Wonderful World of Science” is for extra reading and to develop
interest in learners. This Chapter is non-evaluative and not for assessment purposes of learners. Non-evaluative sections like "Do
you know?", "More to know!", and "Think it over!" add to the excitement of learning. All other remaining chapters are evaluative
and for assessment after the teaching-learning process.

IV. INSIDE THE CHAPTERS

Inside the chapters there are following remarkable key points were observed-

I. Sanskrit shlok

At the beginning of the chapter, there are Sanskrit shlok are given. Chanting Sanskrit shlokas generates a harmonious blend of
healing vibrations, serving as a potent method for aligning our energy centers. As the rhythmic chants resonate within us, they reach
deep into our cells, releasing trapped energy and fostering a sense of balance and well-being.

I1. Activities for student
In each chapter abundant hands-on activities are designed to be inclusive and reflective. Activities promote peer learning and group
work, making the learning process more interactive and enjoyable.

111. Observation Tables
Within the chapter, after there are many observation tables are given to record data. Observation is a fundamental aspect of science.
Learners can gather and document the data.

1V. Colorful pictures & diagrams

The diagrams and pictures given in the book are colored and attractive for learners. Colored images for internal scientific purposes
arise during the learning process, serving as a tool for self-reflection. In science education, diagrams play a crucial role in helping
students grasp the underlying principles of various phenomena. Encouraging students to use diagrams to explain these phenomena
can enhance their understanding and enable them to integrate knowledge across different subjects more effectively.

V. Success Story of Local Community

There is a success story section within the chapters. Success stories are valuable because they offer us role models to admire and
learn from. They demonstrate what can be achieved through hard work, dedication, and perseverance. Additionally, they remind us
that failure is not the end; instead, it serves as an opportunity for learning and growth.

VI. Contribution of Indian Scientist

Inside the chapters, there is an introduction and contribution of many Indian scientists and researchers which highlight reach Indian
knowledge system. Studying the history of Indian scientists allows us to grasp how past events have shaped our present. By reflecting
on these lessons, learners gain insight into our identity and origins, while also equipping ourselves to avoid past mistakes and forge
improved futures for our communities.

VII. Exercise- Let's enhance our learning- The given exercise at the end of the chapter is useful to evaluate the learning by
engaging the learner.
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VIII. Keywords

At the end of each chapter, some keywords are given. Keywords are significant words or phrases that capture the main themes and
theoretical foundations of literature. In the context of books; keywords are specific terms that summarize the central themes, genres,
or subjects. The keyword indicates the essential meaning or primary ideas within a data set and is commonly used as an index to its
contents.

IX. Summary

At the end of each chapter, there is a summary section. Summarizing helps students recognize the key concepts in a text, disregard
unnecessary details, and connect the main ideas effectively. By learning to summarize, students enhance their retention of what they
read.

X. Learning further

After the exercise, there are learning further sections in each chapter for the learner. Engaging in learning further activities enables
the learner to pursue interests outside of their standard coursework, helping them uncover new passions and talents. Additionally,
these activities impart essential life skills like teamwork, leadership, and time management, which are advantageous in daily life
and future careers.

V. ICT Tools
In the textbook, Curiosity incorporates ICT tools like QR codes for additional resources are there. Science involves observation,
measurement, and analysis. ICT tools facilitate real-time data collection and analysis for students.

V1. Toy-Based Pedagogy

Many activities in the textbook are given on toy-based learning. Toy-based learning supports children in developing essential skills
for academic success, such as problem-solving, critical thinking, communication, and teamwork. The NEP 2020 emphasizes the
need to build a strong foundation in these skills starting in elementary school to foster future academic growth.

V11 Scope of Art Integrated Learning

In the whole textbook, there is a scope of Art Integrated Learning (AIL). AlL is a creative teaching approach that incorporates
different art forms to facilitate education. By making the learning experience engaging and hands-on, AIL deepens students'
understanding. It bridges the gap between familiar concepts and new ideas, resulting in a more profound and meaningful learning
experience.

VIII. Integration of Subjects

In the textbook, there are there is a multidisciplinary approach also present. Various new words, vocabulary, and terminology link
to the English language for learners. There are many activities where the involvement of the community is necessary which enhances
local languages like Hindi and other languages as well. Chapter 5 “Measurement” directly links with core subject mathematics.
Chapter 8 “A Journey through States of Water and Chapter 12 “Beyond the Earth” are directly connected to the subject of social
science.

IX. Development of Life Skills

Cultivating 21st-century skills is essential not just for students' future career success, but also for their personal development. These
skills enhance students' abilities to solve problems and make informed decisions. They also improve their communication skills and
foster effective collaboration on projects. The textbook reflects the different life skills like creative and innovative thinking, critical
thinking, problem-solving attitude, effective communication skills, reflective thinking and active inquiry skills,
leadership/teamwork, and experiential learning or learning by doing.

X. Challenges

The orientation of teachers is about the curiosity textbook a big challenge. The orientation goal is to enhance skills and training in
creative expression by incorporating the gist of curiosity textbooks in science education. So it is necessary to create an opportunity
for educators to create orientation workshops and seminars for familiarization with the textbook.
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Meanwhile, parent orientation sessions allow educators to establish trust and rapport with parents. By inviting them into the
educational environment and sharing insights about the school's vision, values, and teaching methods, parents can feel more
confident in the school's dedication to their child's well-being.

CONCLUSION

The textbook curiosity has a strong adherence to NEP 2020 and NCF-SE 2023. It promotes competency-based learning, focusing
on critical thinking, problem-solving, and the application of knowledge. Incorporates themes like environmental education, value
education, and Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS). Rich in high-quality illustrations and diagrams. Uses visuals to stimulate curiosity
and make learning more engaging and accessible.
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