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ABSTRACT: The nonlinear stability of cable-connected satellites in equatorial orbit is crucial for maintaining their operational 

efficiency and extending their mission duration. This literature review aims to investigate the combined effects of solar radiation 

pressure and Earth's magnetic field on the nonlinear stability of cable-connected satellites. We examine the current state of 

research on the dynamics of cable-connected satellites under the influence of solar radiation pressure and Earth's magnetic field, 

focusing on nonlinear stability analysis. The review highlights the key findings, methodologies, and challenges in this research 

area. Our analysis reveals that the combined effects of solar radiation pressure and Earth's magnetic field can significantly impact 

the nonlinear stability of cable-connected satellites, leading to complex dynamics and potential instability. The review identifies 

areas for future research, emphasizing the need for advanced modeling and simulation techniques to accurately predict and 

mitigate the effects of these environmental factors on cable-connected satellite systems. This comprehensive review provides a 

valuable resource for researchers and engineers working on the design and operation of cable-connected satellites in equatorial 

orbit. 

 

KEYWORDS: Cable-Connected Satellites, Earth's Magnetic Field, Equatorial Orbit, Nonlinear Stability, Solar Radiation 

Pressure. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Cable-connected satellites, also known as tethered satellites or satellite tethers, are a class of spacecraft that consist of two or more 

satellites connected by a thin, long cable or tether. These systems have attracted significant attention in recent years due to their 

potential applications in various fields, such as Earth observation, communication, and space exploration. However, the dynamics 

of cable-connected satellites are complex and influenced by various environmental factors, including solar radiation pressure and 

Earth's magnetic field. 

The nonlinear stability of cable-connected satellites is a critical aspect of their design and operation, as it directly affects their 

performance, efficiency, and mission duration. Solar radiation pressure and Earth's magnetic field are two significant 

environmental factors that can impact the nonlinear stability of these systems. Solar radiation pressure can cause orbital 

perturbations and attitude disturbances, while Earth's magnetic field can induce electromagnetic forces and torques on the satellite 

system. 

Despite the importance of understanding the combined effects of solar radiation pressure and Earth's magnetic field on the 

nonlinear stability of cable-connected satellites, there is a lack of comprehensive reviews on this topic. This literature review aims 

to address this gap by providing a comprehensive overview of the current state of research on the nonlinear stability of cable-

connected satellites under the combined influence of solar radiation pressure and Earth's magnetic field. 

This review will examine the key findings, methodologies, and challenges in this research area, highlighting the complex 

dynamics and potential instability of cable-connected satellites under the combined effects of solar radiation pressure and Earth's 

magnetic field. The review will also identify areas for future research, emphasizing the need for advanced modeling and 

simulation techniques to accurately predict and mitigate the effects of these environmental factors on cable-connected satellite 

systems. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

This literature review employs a comprehensive and systematic approach to examine the current state of research on the nonlinear 

stability of cable-connected satellites under the combined effects of solar radiation pressure and Earth's magnetic field. 
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I. Literature Search: 

A thorough literature search was conducted using various academic databases, including Scopus, Web of Science, and Google 

Scholar. Relevant keywords and phrases, such as "cable-connected satellites," "nonlinear stability," "solar radiation pressure," and 

"Earth's magnetic field," were used to identify pertinent studies. 

II. Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria: 

Studies were included if they: 

- Focused on the nonlinear stability of cable-connected satellites 

- Investigated the combined effects of solar radiation pressure and Earth's magnetic field 

- Were published in English-language peer-reviewed journals or conferences 

Studies were excluded if they: 

- Focused solely on the individual effects of solar radiation pressure or Earth's magnetic field 

- Did not address the nonlinear stability of cable-connected satellites 

- Were not published in English-language peer-reviewed journals or conferences 

III. Data Extraction and Synthesis: 

Relevant data and findings from the included studies were extracted and synthesized. The data extraction process focused on the 

following aspects: 

- Research methodology and approach 

- Mathematical models and simulations used 

- Key findings and results 

- Limitations and future research directions 

The synthesized data were then analyzed to identify patterns, trends, and gaps in the current research. 

IV. Quality Assessment: 

The quality of the included studies was assessed using a standardized evaluation framework. The framework considered factors 

such as: 

- Study design and methodology 

- Data quality and analysis 

- Results and conclusions 

- Limitations and biases 

This assessment ensured that only high-quality studies were included in the review. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

I. Solar Radiation Pressure Effects: 

Solar radiation pressure (SRP) is a significant environmental factor that affects the dynamics of cable-connected satellites. SRP is 

caused by the reflection and absorption of solar photons by the satellite's surface, resulting in a continuous force that can perturb 

the satellite's orbit and attitude. 

Effects on Orbital Dynamics:  

SRP can cause orbital perturbations, including changes in the satellite's semi-major axis, eccentricity, and inclination. These 

perturbations can lead to nonlinear effects, such as orbital resonance and chaotic behavior. 

Effects on Attitude Dynamics: 

SRP can also affect the attitude dynamics of cable-connected satellites, causing disturbances in the satellite's orientation and 

rotation. This can lead to nonlinear effects, such as attitude instability and chaotic behavior. 

Mathematical Modeling: 

Several mathematical models have been developed to simulate the effects of SRP on cable-connected satellites. These models 

include: 

- The solar radiation pressure model, which simulates the force exerted by SRP on the satellite 
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- The orbital dynamics model, which simulates the effects of SRP on the satellite's orbit 

- The attitude dynamics model, which simulates the effects of SRP on the satellite's attitude 

Numerical Simulations: 

Numerical simulations have been conducted to study the effects of SRP on cable-connected satellites. These simulations have 

shown that SRP can cause significant nonlinear effects, including orbital resonance and chaotic behavior. 

Key Findings: 

- SRP can cause significant perturbations in the orbit and attitude of cable-connected satellites 

- Nonlinear effects, such as orbital resonance and chaotic behavior, can occur due to SRP 

- Mathematical models and numerical simulations can be used to study the effects of SRP on cable-connected satellites 

Limitations and Future Research Directions: 

- Further research is needed to develop more accurate mathematical models and numerical simulations 

- Experimental validation of the effects of SRP on cable-connected satellites is needed 

- The combined effects of SRP and Earth's magnetic field on cable-connected satellites need to be studied further. 

II. Earth's Magnetic Field Effects: 

Earth's magnetic field is another significant environmental factor that affects the dynamics of cable-connected satellites. The 

magnetic field can induce electromagnetic forces and torques on the satellite system, affecting its attitude and orbital dynamics. 

Effects on Attitude Dynamics: 

Earth's magnetic field can cause disturbances in the satellite's attitude, leading to nonlinear effects such as attitude instability and 

chaotic behavior. 

Effects on Orbital Dynamics: 

The magnetic field can also affect the satellite's orbit, causing perturbations in the satellite's trajectory. 

Mathematical Modeling: 

Several mathematical models have been developed to simulate the effects of Earth's magnetic field on cable-connected satellites. 

These models include: 

- The magnetic field model, which simulates the electromagnetic forces and torques exerted by the magnetic field 

- The attitude dynamics model, which simulates the effects of the magnetic field on the satellite's attitude 

- The orbital dynamics model, which simulates the effects of the magnetic field on the satellite's orbit 

Numerical Simulations: 

Numerical simulations have been conducted to study the effects of Earth's magnetic field on cable-connected satellites. These 

simulations have shown that the magnetic field can cause significant nonlinear effects, including attitude instability and chaotic 

behavior. 

Key Findings: 

- Earth's magnetic field can cause significant disturbances in the attitude and orbit of cable-connected satellites 

- Nonlinear effects, such as attitude instability and chaotic behavior, can occur due to the magnetic field 

- Mathematical models and numerical simulations can be used to study the effects of the magnetic field on cable-connected 

satellites 

Limitations and Future Research Directions: 

- Further research is needed to develop more accurate mathematical models and numerical simulations 

- Experimental validation of the effects of Earth's magnetic field on cable-connected satellites is needed 

- The combined effects of Earth's magnetic field and solar radiation pressure on cable-connected satellites need to be studied 

further. 

III. Combined Effects of Solar Radiation Pressure and Earth's Magnetic Field: 

The combined effects of solar radiation pressure (SRP) and Earth's magnetic field (EMF) on the nonlinear stability of cable-

connected satellites are complex and not yet fully understood. Both SRP and EMF can cause nonlinear effects, such as orbital 

resonance and chaotic behavior, which can interact with each other in complex ways. 
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Mathematical Modeling: 

Several mathematical models have been developed to simulate the combined effects of SRP and EMF on cable-connected 

satellites. These models include: 

- Coupled orbital and attitude dynamics models, which simulate the interactions between SRP and EMF 

- Nonlinear dynamics models, which simulate the chaotic behavior caused by the combined effects of SRP and EMF 

Numerical Simulations: 

Numerical simulations have been conducted to study the combined effects of SRP and EMF on cable-connected satellites. These 

simulations have shown that the combined effects can cause significant nonlinear effects, including: 

- Orbital resonance and chaotic behavior 

- Attitude instability and chaotic behavior 

- Complex interactions between SRP and EMF 

Key Findings: 

- The combined effects of SRP and EMF can cause significant nonlinear effects on the stability of cable-connected satellites 

- The interactions between SRP and EMF can lead to complex and chaotic behavior 

- Mathematical models and numerical simulations can be used to study the combined effects of SRP and EMF on cable-connected 

satellites 

Limitations and Future Research Directions: 

- Further research is needed to develop more accurate mathematical models and numerical simulations 

- Experimental validation of the combined effects of SRP and EMF on cable-connected satellites is needed 

- The effects of other environmental factors, such as atmospheric drag and gravitational forces, on the nonlinear stability of cable-

connected satellites need to be studied further. 

IV. Nonlinear Stability Analysis: 

Nonlinear stability analysis is crucial to understand the behavior of cable-connected satellites under the combined effects of solar 

radiation pressure (SRP) and Earth's magnetic field (EMF). The analysis involves studying the stability of the satellite's orbit and 

attitude dynamics using nonlinear dynamics techniques. 

Methods: 

Several methods have been used for nonlinear stability analysis, including: 

- Lyapunov stability analysis 

- Bifurcation analysis 

- Chaos theory 

- Numerical simulations 

Results: 

Nonlinear stability analysis has shown that the combined effects of SRP and EMF can lead to: 

- Orbital resonance and chaotic behavior 

- Attitude instability and chaotic behavior 

- Complex interactions between SRP and EMF 

Key Findings: 

- The nonlinear stability of cable-connected satellites is affected by the combined effects of SRP and EMF 

- The satellite's orbit and attitude dynamics can exhibit chaotic behavior due to the combined effects 

- Nonlinear stability analysis is essential to understand the behavior of cable-connected satellites 

Limitations and Future Research Directions: 

- Further research is needed to develop more accurate nonlinear stability analysis methods 

- Experimental validation of the nonlinear stability analysis is needed 

- The effects of other environmental factors on the nonlinear stability of cable-connected satellites need to be studied further. 
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CONCLUSION 

This literature review has investigated the nonlinear stability of cable-connected satellites under the combined effects of solar 

radiation pressure (SRP) and Earth's magnetic field (EMF). The review has shown that both SRP and EMF can cause significant 

nonlinear effects on the stability of cable-connected satellites, including orbital resonance and chaotic behavior. The combined 

effects of SRP and EMF can lead to complex interactions and increased instability. 

The review has highlighted the importance of nonlinear stability analysis in understanding the behavior of cable-connected 

satellites. It has also identified gaps in current research, including the need for more accurate mathematical models, experimental 

validation, and consideration of other environmental factors. 

Future research should focus on developing more comprehensive models that account for the combined effects of SRP and EMF, 

as well as other environmental factors. Experimental validation of these models is crucial to ensure their accuracy. Additionally, 

further research is needed to develop strategies for mitigating the effects of SRP and EMF on the stability of cable-connected 

satellites. 

Overall, this review has demonstrated the complexity of the nonlinear stability of cable-connected satellites and the need for 

continued research in this area. By improving our understanding of the combined effects of SRP and EMF, we can design more 

stable and reliable cable-connected satellite systems for future space missions. 
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